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Jus Peace and Freedom

Open Letter to Beyonce Knowles'’:
"Byonce’, your performance at the Ethiopian Millennium Celebration is part
of a larger performance put on by the Ethiopian goernment. Do you really
want to be part of it?”

The real title of this celebration isCreating an lllusionary Ethiopia!” The people in Ethiopia
called this Millennium Celebratioh ” meaning 'there is nothing' to celebrate for
the average Ethiopian. The part of the performayme, Beyonce’, will not see is represented by
such actions as the government's covert roundingfupousands of innocent starving homeless
children and women from the streets of Addis Abalmder to present a clean image to
outsiders like yourself and use your artistic talendisguise their cruel oppression and
documented genocide against the Ethiopian people.

August 29, 2007

MS Beyonce Knowles,
Music World Entertainment,
1505 Hadley Street
Houston, TX 77002

Dear Beyonce’,

| am aware that you have been invited to perforthatEthiopian Millennium celebration that will agc

in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on September"12Jndoubtedly, you have been selected for this iapec

occasion due to the fact that you are such a popuih talented performer. Many Ethiopians woulcelov

to have your participation in this most significadey which gives unique recognition to Ethiopia’s
ancient history dating back thousands of yearsn enarked by its own calendar which is now about to
enter the third millennium.

As a young, top-performing celebrity, you are aspiring role model for many young Ethiopian giftsy,
black women and for women throughout the worldrof background. Because of that and your potential
influence, | am contacting you to make you mor¢yfalvare of the grave situation in Ethiopia, whish
consuming the minds, hearts, bodies and soulsedEthiopian people.

It may help you to better understand the conditiomder which you will be performing so you are abole
better choose your next steps. Most of those aisicEthiopia are not familiar with what is happeni
inside the country, and you may be among them.dAsgpnsider the information | am providing to ybu,
ask you to seriously think about the message ydiugivie to the Ethiopian people and how your voice
might be raised up in song for those whose voiese been silenced by oppression and fear.

First of all, | am not writing to you as a membdraopolitical party, but instead as a human rights
defender who cares about the well being of thedpthn, the African, the African-American and of all
humankind. Because of the injustice | first witreezbsowards my own ethnic group, the Anuak, at the
hands of the current Ethiopian government, | haad ho choice but to act as an agent of change on
behalf of them and the other oppressed peoplelobEia and beyond.
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| am an Ethiopian man myself, but | have made dcehnot to celebrate the Ethiopian millennium in
Ethiopia because | am unwilling to celebrate whest pelow the surface of such gaiety, Ethiopiarpfeeo
are suffering under a tyrannical dictatorship ftkalilling, raping, torturing and imprisoning thdoved
ones. There is no time to celebrate for those utietents of mourning for the tragedies causethbge
elite in the government, the same elite who wilbrsde celebrating the Ethiopian Millennium in the
ballrooms of the Addis Ababa Sheraton.

I am one of those grieving for my family memberg driends who were targeted by the Ethiopian
government of Prime Minister Meles Zenawi, the gaweent that is still in place. Before the loss of m
loved ones, the development agency | headed, aiteintp work within the system to bring development
to the Gambella region of southwestern Ethiopiaydwxer, on December 13, 2003, the Ethiopian military
went door to door, pulling out the leaders from payticular ethnic group, the Anuak, and massacred
them in front of their wives and children. They edghe women, telling them they would not have more
Anuak children and burned down their homes, croyb granaries. They destroyed their wells, schools
and health clinics causing an exodus of thousahdsoak across the border to Sudan or Kenya. Many
are still refugees in these camps.

| testified before the United Nations, the US Casgr the Canadian government and at the European
Parliament. | worked with major human rights orgations such as Human Rights Watch. In their
investigation, they documented what they calladmnes against humanityirected against the Anuak
people during the massacre and following, but te,d@ one has been held accountable for thesegrim
Instead, the situation in Ethiopia has worsenedtaede are massive numbers of human rights crimes
going on all over the country.

This terrorization of Ethiopians by its own goveemhwas finally exposed to outsiders at the timthef
2005 Ethiopian National Election. Six months beftire election, an opposition party, the Coalitidn o
United Democratic Party (CUDP) was formed to chegke the current government, which had been in
power for the last 16 years. Seven days beforeslxgtion, the government went to extreme means to
bring supporters to the streets to rally for théftany Ethiopians were given transportation and toffe
from work if they would come out in support for tleeirrent government. Fifty thousand people
participated in this “staged rally” in Meskel Sqear

A couple days later, the new opposition party, G¢DP, called supporters to come out. No incentoes
assistance were given, but two million Ethiopiaheveed up, even walking or coming on the backs of
donkeys. No one expected this outpouring of supfoorthe newly created CUDP, which demonstrated
how much people wanted a change in the government.

It was seen as one of the most peaceful ralligsether took place in Africa and some described is@a
incredible that it felt like God was coming closethem. But, before the leaders could addressrthed;

the government turned off the electrical power Is® leaders would not have a way to magnify their
voices. Despite this frustration, the rally went ontil the crowd went home peacefully without
committing any aggressive acts towards people apeaty.

On Election Day, May 15, 2005, at the crack of damany Ethiopians went out to vote. Instead of
choosing the typical African way to change an unpapgovernment by picking up guns to fight and kil
each other like was done by this current governmet®91, they chose the ballot box, hoping thatrth
vote would give their sons and daughters a chamge to school, to obtain clean water, to gain s&te
health care and to obtain greater economic oppitytuBome walked four hours or more before then
standing in line for another four hours in ordevtde. Twenty-six million Ethiopians cast their logs.
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The next day, western observers in the capitalditfddis Ababa monitored the counting of the kallo
The results were shocking! In the capital city @lotihe voters chose the opposition party for 230624
seats. The 2%did not have a challenger to the seat. The rufiogernment quickly realized that they
would lose if the counting continued properly seytlsimply declared themselves the winners.

Prime Minister Meles Zenawi then prohibited any destrations or public gatherings. The people went
out to peacefully protest anyway as they knew & warmitted in the Ethiopian Constitution. In resgps
government Agazi soldiers, an elite and very welified group of sharp-shooters, went on the stiegt
killed over 46 innocent civilians.

In early November, the people again went out tly i@jainst massive arrests and detentions going on
the country. Members of the Ethiopian National Defe Forces killed many more people. These deaths
for both incidents now totaled 193, most dying frehots to the head. Shortly after that, the CUDP
leaders, human rights activists and journalistsnglwith more than 30,000 to 40,000 other Ethiopian
were rounded up and locked in prison.

When the international community called for an stigation into these deaths, the government set up
Commission of Inquiry; however, the results of tli®mmission found that the government was
responsible for the deaths, one of the reasons beaause the people protesting, had not had any
weapons. When the Commission of Inquiry first caog with these conclusions, the government
pressured the commission to change their findivgsen they would not, they were threatened and diad t
flee the country to Europe and the United Statesnoérica. They remain in exile.

The people responsible for these deaths, justhi@se responsible for the Gambella massacre, reawar n
been brought to justice. However, this crisis hasbeen well-covered in the western media for many
reasons. One reason is that the present governohdfthiopia claims to be fighting with the United
States in their War on Terror, so the media didwentt to jeopardize that relationship.

The CUDP leaders were charged with treason andcgdm@ven though they had no guns; yet, these
leaders were detained for 18 months in prison. Sointkem are journalists, including a journalishttis
about your age who delivered a premature baby vitifgison. This woman was not guilty of anything
but wanting to tell others the truth about what waig on.

On July 20, 2007, 38 opposition leaders and joistzalvere pardoned and released, probably due to
pressure from the West. Three weeks later, 37 foor@alists were released without any charges. What
most people do not realize is that there are so®y@08 to 40,000 other people who remain detained
across the country.

You might ask why | am telling you this. It is besa you have been called to entertain a selecpgrbu
Ethiopians, many of whom bear responsibility fazdé actions. These are people who do not demanstrat
any sympathy or care for their own people, somatadm are responsible for the continuing gross human
rights abuses going on across the country. Yey, Wik want you to support them in presenting a goo
image of Ethiopia as they celebrate. It will beasé Ethiopia.

In preparation for presenting such a false pictfréhe country, the slums around the Sheraton lvall
“cleaned up” of the beggars on the streets, whocansidered by the government as being discardable.
The streets of Addis Ababa are home to some 90Gj@ficent starving homeless children, women and
beggars who will have to be kept out of public vieystaying outside the area or even the city ab th
they will not bring shame or embarrassment to a&guwent by being in view to outsiders like you.
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Additionally, such a celebration should be forEthiopians like when all who wanted to were welcome
to celebrate our American millennium in Times SguarNew York city or other major cities around the
country. However, in Ethiopia, this will not bealled.

The main celebration that would have been for teepfe in Meskel Square, has been cancelled,
reportedly because the government is afraid thattduthe unrest among the people, it could quickly
change from a celebration to a demonstration. Merogatherings are permitted throughout the country
except for those that take place inside peoplesids

The Sheraton, Hilton and the Stadium, which willHeavily controlled by security forces, are theyonl
places Ethiopians are allowed to celebrate. Howeter reported cost to enter the stadium will start
$250 and go upwards from that. Reportedly, the &berand Hilton will be charging participants $500
and above. What is wrong with this picture?

If you look more closely, you are actually beingdlexhto prop up a picture of an Ethiopia that does
really exist. Instead, it is propaganda. Unfortehatit is typical of African celebrations by thécthtors
and the privileged who have no sympathy for thaggust dying, but being purposely killed by thewn
military throughout the country.

Beyond the human rights crimes, the humanitariaedna this country is horrendous. Ethiopians are
trying to survive on a per capita income of lesmth dollar a day, one of the lowest in the wdddch

of this hardship and misery can be related to tiaetion or carelessness of this government. This is
country where the children, especially the youmsghave no future. A report that came out, jast |
week from UNICEF, stated that 344,000 children urtthe age of five will die this year because of
preventable diseases such as malaria.

Please consider whether you want to be linked sutth a government and with such a celebratiorouf y
do, | urge you to be an ambassador to them fopéuople. However, | want you to be aware that when
you hear of the suffering of the African peopleisitthe leadership that is most always respongdile
their suffering. Ethiopians consider the whole doymto be in a prison and you may see the citgdill
with defense forces who are there to suppressdbple and to punish those who speak or act on their
consciences.

The Internet is blocked and the media can onlyntepe government’s propaganda, of which you wéll b
a highlight. As they celebrate, Ethiopian Natioria¢fense Forces will be continuing to commit
horrendous atrocities to the civilian populationtle Ogaden region of southeastern Ethiopia. Dyrect
across that border into Somalia, they are comrgitive same kinds of crimes.

As someone who is such a highly recognized pulglielrity, the actions you take can speak more joud|
than you can imagine! This government invited yeaduse of your celebrity status and fame. If y&e ta
action and speak up, it can have a great impada.g@nson with conviction and moral courage can make
a tremendous difference.

For example, as a person who is African Americam, gre a member of a minority, which has benefited
from the sacrifices of many others who have suffepeatly. The world is a better place now thanas
fifty years ago for African Americans, as well as Africans such as me.

Why? It started with Rosa Parks! You can see howab#on of refusing to give up her seat, triggeaed
boycott on the city buses that led to the civihtggymovement, later led by Martin Luther King. Wk a
know that through his courage, he became the ptaphestice, equality, self-respect and love—stagd
firmly, until even his life was taken from him farthat he believed.
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If Dr. Martin Luther King were here today and knewat was going on in Ethiopia, he might tell you
definitely not to go to Ethiopia to participate tims event. He might tell you to protest it becatise
injustice going on in Ethiopia is the same kindimustice for which he died. He might again say,
“Injustice anywhere, is a threat to justice evergvet’

When you look at all of this more deeply, you mayderstand why so many Ethiopians are boycotting
the event in EthiopiaPlease confer with others who | believe will supgbis position—those in such
groups as the NAACP, the Rainbow Coalition, thecBl&@aucus and those individuals such as Reverend
Joseph E. Lowery, the head of the People’s Agendatlanta and Donald Payne, the Chairman of the
House Congressional Sub-Committee on Africa, HuRigihts and International Operations.

I have worked closely with these people and thegwkivery well how this shrewd and tyrannical
government of Prime Minister Meles Zenawi is temiolg their own people while attempting to hide
behind an illusionary Ethiopia that does not efasthe people, only for the privileged.

As you make your decision, you have a choice ttogaddis Ababa to celebrate—not with the majority
of the Ethiopian public, but instead with an elgwup of the powerful, many of whom are directly
responsible for the misery of countless millionss—@u can join some 50,000 Ethiopian Americans in
Washington D.C. who have chosen to celebrate thiemmium outside of the country, without their
families who still remain in the country, as a psitand boycott the likes of Rosa Parks, Martirheut
King or Nelson Mandela.

These 50,000 Ethiopian Americans will be marchimgSeptember 12, 2007, with civil rights leaders
who want to bring justice and freedom to the Etldompeople like what we now enjoy in America. lfuyo
choose to join them, it would be greatly symboligzour support for justice, equality and freedom 4l
the oppressed in the dark and silenced corneitseofvorld! The word would get out everywhere of your
support!

As an African American woman, a woman of Africarsdent and as a woman of this world, you have a
great opportunity to play a significant role. Yore already a shining star in the world of musict bu
imagine if your music, voice and talent was an iiredjpn and catalyst in bringing greater justice to
Ethiopia and to this world! Perhaps God has soeiibty gifted you for such a time as this. May God
help you as you reflect on these words and on gleaision.

It is obviously up to you to decide what to do) asrtainly am not aware of all of the details @uyside
that must enter into such a decision. However,pehitis information helps you to better understeed
current human rights crisis in Ethiopia so you m@e aware of what your participation in the Etlgop
Millennium celebration in Addis Ababa will mean.

If, for some reason, you decide not to participatiat celebration and would want to show yourpsup
in the people’s struggle for justice, peace, etyand freedom in Ethiopia by coming to Washington
DC, you can contact me and | will help clear thggwa

| leave you with these words, told to me by an Anw@man whose husband was killed in the massacre
of December 13-15, 2003:

| believe that one day God will give me the years to liveet@alie to tell what happened to me and to
my people; when no one was there as a witness, when no irdeat@&ibmmunity was there to protect
us and when no camera lens was there to bring this injustiwertdwide view. I, and those others
who survived, will be able to be the missing lens that neefare reached to Anuakland.
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I am no longer concerned that my husband’s body was newved fauthat he has never had a proper
burial, instead | am looking forward to sharing the laistutes of his life as he was hacked to death by
machetes as he struggled to breathe. | have an obligation tthjzass to the next generation; not
only to Anuak, but to human kind who want to leave theldvbehind the lens of suffering, pain,
death and sadness for a world more filled with hope, joyhapginess.

I hope that my voice from the darkness travels a distanceatoaavhy land where | have never been.
This voice of mine that | want them to hear is this, ‘Theldvdoes not have to be this way. Take
action. Every time you hear a voice of a desperate person iartkieeds, do not ignore it. Please do
something. Take the first step. Courage starts with ersop, like a song that someone will start and
others will join in to sing.”

Beyonce’, | ask you at this time to be this onespamwho starts off such a song—as others join th wi
you from Anuakland, Ethiopia, Africa and beyondyitl surely be a beautiful song!

Respectfully yours,

Obang Metho

Director of International Advocacy, Anuak Justiceu@cil
Phone: (306) 933-4346

E-Mail: advocacy@anuakjustice.org
Website:.www.anuakjustice.org

The Rev. James Orange and Mr. Obang Metho, left, pray afinteb lay a wreath at the
tombs of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr and his wife Ciar&cott King at the King Center
for non-violent Social Change Friday, Jan. 12, 2007, lama. Officials and civil rights

leaders urged Americans to spend the King holiday, cominylapday, making real his
vision of racial equality. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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